


ASIAN BRIDE | 165164 | ASIAN BRIDE

Planning

THE VENUE 
If  there’s one thing all of  our 

wedding planners unanimously 

agree on, it’s booking your 

venue early. Real bride Jas 

Kundi says, “when planning 

our wedding, we made an 

order of  importance list before 

anything else. If  the temple or 

venue is important then I think 

it’s essential to book it first!”

Professional’s tip: Popular 

venues can book up over a 

year in advance so if  there’s 

a place you feel you must 

have, don’t wait. Wedding 

Planner Matthew Oliver feels 

“it’s important to view at 

least three locations to avoid 

disappointment and make sure 

you feel able to trust all of  your 

suppliers”.  

THE BUDGET
It’s the defining element of 

any planning process, and 

something you need to mutually 

agree on. Our planners suggest 

having a clear budget from 

the outset. Real bride Amra 

Sanghani even managed to save 

on her budget. “We kept such 

good track of  our expenses, 

looking out for bargains etc that 

we even had money left over.” 

Professional’s tip: Sandy 

Moretta, Director of  The UK 

Alliance of  Wedding Planners 

suggests that you “keep back 

10% for unexpected expenses 

such as additional relatives 

flying in from abroad”. 

THE DRESS
As one of  the most important 

factors in your wedding, be 

sure to leave enough time for 

the dress. Real bride Vaneeta 

Kudhail says, “I think the 

first thing I did was look out 

for inspiration. It’s always 

important to think about how 

the dress will work with your 
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wedding décor and theme.” 

Professional’s tip: It can also 

be a very lengthy process, so 

ensure that you leave enough 

time. Sandy Moretta says “most 

gowns need to be chosen and 

booked nine months in advance 

to avoid disappointment. So 

have fun with your girlfriends 

by trying on and choosing the 

perfect outfits early”.

THE FOOD
When choosing your cuisine 

ensure you know exactly what 

you want before catering to 

the needs of  the masses. Real 

groom Ajay Karwal said, “we 

spoke to as many suppliers as 

we could. We kept a file of  all 

the people we’d spoken to, 

approaching it in the same way 

we would a work project”.

Professional’s tip: Wedding 

planner, Isabel Smith suggests 

approaching 3-5 different 

suppliers to get a good feel 

of  who will work best for you. 

“We’ve also noted a shift in the 

cuisines being chosen as couples 

are now incorporating features 

from their holidays and travels 

into their dishes. Think ‘around 

the world in 80 bites’.” 

THE DECOR
A small amount of  décor can 

add some wonderful elements 

to your wedding. Be sure to use 

things that inspire and represent 

you both as a couple. Real 

bride Sarah Haroon told us “I 

think it’s important to keep the 

touches that are most important 

to you. It’s those little things 

that I remember the most.”

Professional’s tip: 
Elisabetta Cinilli of  Linen 

and Silk Weddings believes “a 

colour scheme is important to 

make sure your wedding is not 

a cacophony of  shades. Just 

remember that simplicity can 

often be the key to planning 

a truly beautiful and elegant 

wedding reception.”

THE PHOTOGRAPHY
Photographs are important, 

they will capture the moments 

of  a lifetime for a lifetime. 

Real groom Waleed Jahangir 

explains, “I made sure my 

photographer had a team, a 

variety of  lenses and had done 

a venue check beforehand to 

find the perfect lighting.”

Professional’s tip: Sandy 

Moretta agrees that a good 

photographer is essential to 

perfectly capture what you 

want on the day: “Keep it 

professional. Every wedding 

I have been involved in has 

included a family member or 

friend who has donated their 

skill. If  this is cake, how lovely, 

but please try to avoid it being 

photography. You want the 

person taking the photographs 

to be 100% focused on that 

task. Can you really expect 

Uncle to do that when he might 

want a drink?”

Wedding Planner Ceri Lowen of 
Hylands House reveals her seven 
most important planning tips 

Agree your budget.
 
Find the venue or venues first – everything else 
falls into place from there.

Find a venue which is hire only so you can bring 
along your own catering company.

Be organised, work out a timetable and stick to it.

Make sure you have reliable transport.

You will be with your photographer a long time on 
your special day so make sure you get on well.

Choose vibrant colours to add real style and 
sophistication to your wedding tables.
chelmsford.gov.uk/hylands
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Handy tips

THERE’S NO END TO 
EXCITING POSSIBILITIES,  

BUT REMEMBER SIMPLICITY  
IS OFTEN KEY WHEN IT  
COMES TO PLANNING  

A TRULY ELEGANT  
WEDDING RECEPTION

©
 T

o
pa

z 
M

ed
ia


